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South Dakota Poverty Data 
By James L. Satterlee, associate professor of sociology, 
Department of Rural Sociology 
This fact sheet is designed to provide the reader 
with basic raw data concerning various poverty char-
acteristics for the State of South Dakota, for counties 
and for communities. Data are presented in such a 
manner as to provide a basis of comparison for all 
three segments. No attempt is made here to analyze 
the data. Those wanting more detailed information 
should refer to: 1970 V. S. Census of Population, PC 
( I )-C43, South Dakota: General Social and Eco-
nomic Characteristics. 
Sampling. This Census source, which is the most 
comprehensive compilation available on poverty char-
acteristics, is based on a 15-5 sample utilized by the 
Census Bureau; whereby, some questions were asked 
of a 15% population sample and others a 5% popula-
tion sample. For this reason, readers must utilize this 
information with a certain amount of caution realiz-
ing that total population counts may vary slightly 
from data collected on an 80% or 100% sample base. 
Comparability. Each table is divided into two 
parts. That data to the left of the dividin~ line in ea_ch 
table is for the total segment, data to the nght pertams 
:to characteristics of the poverty stricken within that 
segment. Care should be taken not to confuse the two 
sets of data for each segment. 
Poverty Definition. The poverty statistics present-
ed in this fact sheet are based on a definition by the 
Social Security Administration and presently used by 
Table 1. Eligibility Criteria for Classification of Poverty 19'68 
most governmental agencies. Such variables as family 
size, sex of head of household, number of children un-
der 18 and farm and non-farm residence are included. 
The criteria for eligibility utilized in 1969 and in the 
following tables is shown in Table 1. The poverty 
guidelines are calculated on a national basis only. No 
attempt has been made to adjust these guidelines for 
regional, state or other local variations in cost of liv-
ing, except for the farm and non-farm residence dif-
ferential. 
Definitions 
Urban: defined as those persons living in communities of 
2500 population and over. 
Rural: defined as those persons residing in communities un-
der 2500 population and on open country farms. 
Rural-Farm: defined as that segment of the rural population 
living outside of any community. 
Rural-Nonfarm: defined as that segment of the rural popu-
lation residing in communities under 2500 population. 
HH: Household. 
H H H: Household Head. 
Mean Income Deficit: amount of additional annual income 
necessary to raise the family above the poverty level. 
Families with Income Less than 75% of Poverty Level: 
sets forth number of families that fall more than 25% be-
low the maximum for eligibility. 
Families with Income Less than 125% of Poverty Level: 
sets forth the number of families falling within and 25% 
above the poverty level. 
Public Assistance: includes cash receipt of payments from 
the following programs: AFDC, OAA, Aid to Blind, Aid 
to Disabled. 
NONFARM FARM 
Male Female Male Female 
Size of family Total Total head head Total head head 
All unrelated individuals $1,834 $1,840 $1,923 $1,792 $1,569 $1,607 $1,512 
Under 65 years 1,888 1,893 1,974 1,826 1,641 1,678 1,562 
65 years & over 1,749 1,757 1,773 1,751 1,498 1,508 1,487 
All families 3,388 3,410 3,451 3,082 2,954 2,965 2,757 
2 persons 2,364 2,383 2,394 2,320 2,012 2,017 1,931 
Head under 65 years 2,441 2,458 2,473 2,373 2,093 2,100 1,984 
Head 65 years & over 2,194 2,215 2,217 2,202 1,882 1,883 1,861 
3 persons 2,905 2,924 2,937 2,830 2,480 2,485 2,395 
4 persons 3,721 3,743 3,745 3,725 3, 195 3,197 3,159 
5 persons 4,386 4,415 4,418 4,377 3,769 3,770 3,761 
6 persons 4,921 4,958 4,962 4,917 4,244 4,245 4,205 
7 or more persons 6,034 6,101 6 I 116 5,952 5,182 5,185 5,129 






Rural Non-fann Total 
White 
Rural Fam, Total 
White 
Total 





68,075 97. 2 
50,094 100.0 
46,892 93.6 
41,889 100. 0 









































































































































































































































































































































































































225 22. 3 
533 10. 2 
188 26. 9 
349 16. 5 
659 13.5 
921 10.6 
295 20. 6 
137 38.8 
276 13. 6 











237 20. 9 
237 16. 7 
185 10.8 
149 15.6 
376 16. 7 
420 22.5 
121 17. 3 
172 12.4 
276 19. 3 
177 18. 7 
91 20.5 
194 6.8 







415 9. 7 
442 14.4 
120 12.0 















62 10. 3 
120 21.4 





























































23,152 Not available 2,005 





































































249 7 .6 
212 8.4 
104 9.8 
42 6. 3 
55 9. 3 
48 5.4 
102 11.5 








69 7 .o 





























































































































































































































119,543 18. 7 















































Percent Persons in 
Poverty Female of HHH over 
Famil f es with 
Percent of Income 1 ess 
Fam fl i es with 
Income less 
than 125% of 
Pave rty Leve 1 
Famfl 1 es w1 th 
Children 
under 18 yrs. Families than 75% of 
Receiving Public Poverty Level 
Assistance No. ....!_ ..!i2..:..__ __!_ ..!i2..:..__ 
Mean 


















Income 1 ess 
than 75% of 







21. 3 14,760 3.09 
19.8 12,220 2.99 
14.0 3,828 2.72 
13.0 3,135 2.50 
11. 5 13,333 26.6 4,937 3.24 
9.0 11,027 23.5 3,247 3.08 
13.2 11,404 27. 2 5,995 3.21 
13.0 11,128 26.9 5,838 3.21 
Families with 
Income 1 ess 
than 125% of 
Poverty Leve 1 
Families with 
Children 
under 18 yrs. 
Mean 






























































































1,150 37 .4 
1,779 22.2 
3,511 18.3 
5,082 14. 4 
1,288 22.2 
717 46. 9 
1,296 16.4 






746 16. 6 
2,517 IS.I 















2,812 27. 7 
784 31. 8 
317 20. 7 
808 25. 0 
321 17 .9 
1,270 16. 7 
2,182 20.1 













902 20. 7 
3,130 27.3 
993 26. 9 
3,684 45.7 
1,652 17.6 
303 12. 5 
569 24.2 
2,982 45.8 




675 54. 2 















298 11. 4 
238 9. 7 
333 7. 7 
800 21. 2 
482 8. 7 
929 16.3 
440 11.4 
861 19. 2 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































842 34. 7 
394 25.3 
456 16. 8 
771 16. 2 
435 41. 8 
238 19.4 
797 18. 9 
736 32. 7 
385 25. 5 
434 40.1 
375 33.1 
386 27. 3 
268 15.7 
223 23. 3 
564 25.0 
592 31. 7 
177 25.3 














248 24. 7 



















723 27. 7 
553 22.0 
353 18. 4 
167 55.3 





























































































































































































































than 125% of 
Poverty Leve 1 
Families with 
Children 
under 18 yrs. 
Mean 






































13. 3 269 
13.8 138 
11. 6 141 
15. 7 147 
16. 1 778 
12. 3 1,171 
10. 9 757 


























Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extcn~ion work, ::ct~ of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United St:itcs Department of Agriculture-. 
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